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CABINET MEMBER REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT TO 
THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 11th APRIL 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Planning & Development Portfolio.

PLANNING
  
Head of Planning 
I am pleased to say that Paul Moore has recently joined the council as our new 
Head of Planning Services; some of you may have already met him at Cabinet and 
Planning Committee over the course of the last two weeks.

Paul joins us from Tameside where he was also Head of Planning and had been 
leading on work relating to the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework, proposals 
for Godley Green Garden Village and where he had recently finished implementing 
a major restructure of the service.

Development Management
In terms of Development Management, the most significant update relates to the 
J19 South Heywood application which was presented to the Planning and 
Licensing Committee on the 22nd March.  At that meeting, attended by over 70 
residents, the committee resolved to grant planning permission subject to the 
Secretary of State not wishing to intervene. The Head of Planning has now 
therefore referred the application to the National Planning Casework Unit (NPCU) 
for assessment.  Whilst the stated time period for decision is 21-days, it is expected 
that the NPCU will notify the LPA that more time needed and so no decision is 
expected before June at the earliest; after elections and the purdah period.

In my last briefing, I mentioned the forthcoming changes to statutory planning fees 
and the 20% increase and those are now in force.  I am also presenting a report to 
Cabinet recommending that delegated powers be given to the Assistant Director 
and Head of Planning which would allow them to negotiate Planning Performance 
Agreements directly with developers and applicants without the need to refer each 
and every agreement to cabinet.  

The use of performance agreements allows the service to agree bespoke 
timescales for decision on major development projects to support the delivery of a 
more commercially orientated service as well as providing us with an important 
opportunity to secure additional fee income for the service.     

BUILDING CONTROL

Town Centre Development (Rochdale Riverside)
You may recall that I advised at the previous meeting that the Council will be 
providing building regulation advice and consent for Riverside and I am pleased to 
confirm that the first site meeting has now taken place with our officers and Wilmott 



Dixon, the contractors.  I will provide a further update on this at the next briefing. 

STRATEGIC ESTATES & ASSETS

Industrial Assets
The Council has this month exchanged contracts for the procurement of 11 new 
industrial units at Kingsway Business Park, providing a total of 61,000 sq ft of 
industrial floorspace. This transaction will provide smaller units to diversify the 
types of development at Kingsway and will further contribute to the Council’s 
objective of providing 40 units for small and starter businesses by 2020. The units 
will be expected to bring in an annual rent in the region of £415,000, targeting a 
return on investment in the region of 6%. The development is expected to be 
completed early in 2019.

Asset Strategy
The Council’s current Asset Strategy expires in March 2019. The strategy has set 
effectively the priorities and direction of the Council’s property management 
functions since 2016 and has overseen significant changes in the Council’s 
approach to asset management. Work is now commencing to refresh objectives 
and priorities for 2019/22.

Councillor D Ali
Portfolio Holder for Planning & Development

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Planning & Development 
Portfolio


